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West Virginia has the second-highest
lung cancer incidence and the

highest lung cancer mortality in the
country. 

Since 2002, lung cancer rates in WV
decreased in men by 32%, while

remaining the same among women.
 

Mingo, Lincoln, Roane, Logan, and
Lewis counties have the highest lung

cancer rates in the state.    

Lung Cancer Screening
A low dose CT (computer tomography)
scan is the recommended test for lung
cancer screening. This involves an x-
ray screening with low doses of
radiation to capture detailed images
of the lungs. The United States
Preventative Services Task Force
recommends people ages 50-80 who
currently smoke or have previously
smoked and have at least a 20 pack-
year smoking history or greater receive
a yearly lung cancer screening. A
“pack-year” is the number of packs of
cigarettes smoked per day multiplied
by the total number of years smoked.
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What is lung cancer?
Lung and bronchus cancer occurs when the cells lining the bronchi, bronchioles,
and/or alveoli begin to divide and grow uncontrollably. The most common types of
lung cancer are non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) and small cell lung cancer
(SCLC). These are very unique from each other and have different treatments.
NSCLC is more common than SCLC, but SCLC spreads at a faster rate. 

Quick Stats
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In West Virginia, lung and bronchus cancer are the leading causes of cancer-
related mortality. Between 2017-2021, 10,335 cases of lung cancer were diagnosed
throughout the state, which is roughly 2,067 cases per year. In 2022, the number of
lung cancer deaths was 68% greater than the number of deaths from breast,
colorectal, and prostate cancers combined. Approximately 67% of these lung
cancers were diagnosed as late stage. 

Figure 2: Average Annual Age-Adjusted Lung and Bronchus Cancer Incidence Rates by County,
West Virginia, 2017-2021



Partner Spotlight: 
LUCAS

The WVU Cancer Institute’s mobile lung cancer screening unit, LUCAS, travels to
all counties across West Virginia to provide accessible lung cancer screening to
communities. The 48-foot mobile unit is equipped with advanced technology and
offers screenings to eligible individuals with insurance (private, Medicaid, or
Medicare) and, thanks to grants and donations, also to uninsured residents age
50+ who meet screening criteria. West Virginia has one of the highest lung cancer
mortality rates, yet only 5% of 240,000 eligible residents are currently screened
due in part to limited access to low-dose CT (LDCT). LUCAS addresses this gap by
offering screenings within communities and referring patients needing follow-up
care to nearby facilities. Modeled after WVU’s mobile mammography unit,
Bonnie’s Bus, LUCAS is part of a broader effort to deliver cancer prevention
services to underserved areas in the state.

What can you do?

As an individual...
Get screened annually
Obtain a referral and make a
follow up appointment if further
diagnosis and treatment is needed
Encourage family and friends to
be screened   

As a provider...
Stay up to date on current
screening guidelines
Recommend lung cancer screening
to eligible patients

What is the coalition doing? 

The Early Detection Subcommittee is
partnering with FaithHealth Appalachia,
a non-profit organization serving several
western WV counties, to provide
transportation to individuals in need of
cancer screening across the state,
including lung cancer screening. The
Early Detection Subcommittee is also
creating a four-part online CME course
for WV medical providers focused on
improving lung cancer screening and
outcomes across the state. This course
will be available in August 2025. 

https://faithhealthappalachia.org/

